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For I shall have lost nothing worth. My honour is the
only thing worth preserving. That is independent of Hit-
ler's pity. But as a believer in non-violence I may not
limit its possibilities. Hitherto he and his likes have built
upon their invariable experience that men yield to force.
Unarmed men, women and children offering non-violent
resistance without any bitterness in them will be a novel
experience for them. Who can dare say it is not in their
nature to respond to the higher and finer forces? They
have the same soul that I have."
Harijan, 15-10-'38
How can non-violence combat aerial warfare, seeing
that there are no personal contacts? The reply to this
is that behind the death-dealing bomb there is the human
hand that releases it, and behind that still is the human
heart that sets the hand in motion. And at the back of
the policy of terrorism is the assumption that terrorism
if applied in a sufficient measure will produce the desired
result, namely, bend the adversary to the tyrant's will.
But supposing a people make up their mind that they will
never do the tyrant's will, nor retaliate with the tyrant's
own methods, the tyrant will not find it worth his while to
go on with his terrorism. If sufficient food is given to the
tyrant, a time will come when he will have had more than*
surfeit. If all the mice in the world held conference to-
gether and resolved that they would no more fear the cat
but all run into her mouth, the mice would live. I have
actually seen a cat play with a mouse. She did not kill
it outright but held it between her jaws, then released it,
and again pounced upon it as soon as it made an effort to
escape. In the end the mouse died out of sheer fright. The
cat would have derived no sport, if the mouse had not
tried to run away. I learnt the lesson of non-violence from
my wife, when I tried to bend her to my will. Her deter-
mined resistance to my will on the one hand, and her quiet.